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Responsive Grants  
2025 Call for Ideas: 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
IMPORTANT DATES AND ACTIVITIES 

 

 April 1, 2025  2025 Call for Ideas opens! 

 April 9, 2025  Q&A webinar 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.  

 May 13, 2025  2025 Call for Ideas closes @ 4 p.m. 

 June 13, 2025  Organizations notified of decisions 

 July 2025 
 Board of Directors confirm award decisions and notifications  
 for grant awards are sent 

 August 2025  Grant agreements finalized   

 September 2025  Payments disbursed and projects begin! 

 
CURRENT 2025 FUNDING LANDSCAPE 

 
How has Greater Rochester Health Foundation responded to changes and potential impacts 
occurring at the federal level?  

We recognize that this funding opportunity is taking place during a time of great change to 
nonprofit and funding landscapes. The Health Foundation will remain flexible and responsive and 
will make changes to review processes and criteria in real-time to ensure resources align with our 
health equity mission as well as critical community needs. 

 
Will a project still be considered/funded if it does not align with current federal policy changes?  

Yes! The Health Foundation’s mission remains unchanged. We are committed to dismantling 
systemic racism and health inequities by supporting community-led solutions to emerging health 
needs. We promote intersectionality to ensure access and opportunity, and we support projects 
that share power with communities through inclusion and co-design. We will continue to partner 
with organizations working to transform inequitable systems, practices, and services.  

 
How should organizations address concerns about evolving federal Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, 
Accessibility, and Belonging (DEIAB) language and requirements in proposals?  

The Health Foundation encourages organizations to align your approach and language to follow 
your funding sources. The Health Foundation will not disadvantage a proposal that might use 
alternative language to express their racial and health equity efforts. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please feel free to reach out to us.  

 
Is the Health Foundation willing to fund safety and security improvement projects, transition 
funding, etc.?  

Yes! At the Health Foundation, we are committed to funding efforts that promote health equity 
through diverse and innovative approaches. We recognize that health is shaped by many factors 
beyond traditional care, including changing political and social landscapes. We are committed to 
understanding and supporting initiatives that address these evolving and complex needs. To view 
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an expanded list of funding categories and examples, access our Call for Ideas Resource Guide 
here.   
 

Is the Health Foundation able to fund legal support efforts?  
Yes. We understand that navigating legal barriers is a critical part of health equity. We may 
provide support for legal services, whether it’s for establishing partnerships or ensuring federal 
guidance compliance. If you have questions around a specific request, please feel free to contact 
us.   

GENERAL 
 
What is the Health Foundation’s funding strategy for this grant opportunity? 

This funding opportunity is part of our Responsive grantmaking investment area. Responsive 
grantmaking takes an open and community-driven approach to improve health equity. This means 
being receptive to proposals and ideas initiated by a nonprofit and the community it seeks to 
serve. This grantmaking approach supports nonprofits and communities to drive the agenda and 
allows the Health Foundation to remain open to emerging community health needs and cutting-
edge solutions. The inclusion of client/community voice and partnership in design, decision-
making, and delivery is what we seek out as a hallmark of equity and a comprehensive approach.  

 

Is this opportunity open to smaller or new nonprofits?  

Absolutely! In fact, we designed the Call for Ideas funding opportunity to be accessible to a broad 
range of organizations (type, size). We ask that any organization, regardless of size, has 
experience with the population or area of health equity and works in trusted partnership with the 
community they seek to serve.  

 

Can additional documentation be submitted with the proposal?  

Yes, organizations may submit supplemental materials (up to 3 files). These materials should 
support the proposal, not replace or overwhelm it. Examples may include letters of support (from 
key partners or community members), annual reports, or resumes. Additional documentation is 
not required.  

 

Can organizations upload videos as part of the proposal submission?  
Yes, videos may be uploaded during the submission process only if they provide essential 
information. Please keep videos under 15 minutes in length.  

 
What is the earliest start date for the proposed efforts?  

Start dates must be no earlier than September 2025. All recommendations will be presented to the 
Board of Directors for a final decision in July 2025. If approved, grant agreements will be finalized, 
and funds distributed in August. Project start dates must be no later than December 1, 2025. 

 
Am I eligible to submit a proposal if I’m a current grantee partner?  

Yes, current grantee partners are eligible to submit a proposal. We ask that you please reach out 
to your Health Foundation contact before you submit. Please note, when reviewing proposals, the 
Health Foundation takes into consideration both current and past investments in your 

https://thegrhf.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2025-CFI-Resource-Guide.docx
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organization. This helps alignment with our funding priorities as well as ensures that we distribute 
our investments across the nine counties we serve. 

 

 
COMMUNITY VOICE 

 
What is meant by “community voice” and “co-design/creation”?  

Our belief is that program/initiative success lies in integrating three key elements: formal research, 
provider experience, and the lived experience of the community served. These elements must 
come together throughout the design, implementation, and continuous improvement of any 
proposed project. We understand that community voice and co-design/creation are essential 
components in the development and success of a project or initiative. Community voice refers to 
actively involving individuals in the decisions and actions that affect their lives. It involves building 
strong relationships and collaborating with community to shape the programs, policies, and 
initiatives that directly impact them. Meaningful community feedback and co-design can be 
accomplished in numerous ways, including, but not limited to, having the community involved in 
the process with the decision-making power to generate solutions. This shifting of power back to 
the communities most impacted ensures that their needs, perspectives, and expertise drive the 
program creation, fostering more effective and sustainable outcomes. 

 

FISCAL SPONSORS 
 

Can an organization that is not a nonprofit use a fiscal sponsor?  

Yes. If an organization or entity does NOT have its own 501(c)(3) designation, they may identify a 
partner that DOES have their 501(c)(3) designation to be their fiscal sponsor for this proposal. 
Please note: if an organization is requesting general operating support, a fiscal sponsor cannot be 
used.  

 

If an organization is using a fiscal sponsor, who completes and submits the proposal?  

Organizations using a fiscal sponsor should complete and submit the proposal on their own. It 
should not be completed by the fiscal sponsor.   

 

Can an organization acting as a fiscal sponsor also submit a proposal? 

Yes. 501(c)(3)s acting as a fiscal sponsor to another organization can submit a proposal. 

 

Submittable requests an Employer Identification Number (EIN) but the organization is not a 
501c3 and is using a fiscal sponsor. What should be entered in this field? 

If an organization is not a 501c3 and is using a fiscal sponsor, leave the EIN field blank.  

 

FUNDING PARAMETERS 

 

Can funding support general operating costs, or is there a preference for program funding? 

Yes, the funding can support general operating costs, as well as projects, programs, services, and 
advocacy. There is no preference.  

https://www.fiscalsponsors.org/nnfs-guidelines


 

4 
 

What types of initiatives will be accepted? Is the Health Foundation more interested in 
granting funding that provides direct, clinical services, or in granting funding that helps 
clients access services? 

The Health Foundation’s focus is on investing in and addressing various health inequities that 
create avoidable health issues for communities that have historically been impacted by health 
inequities. We are most interested in the project, service, area, or need that is most pressing for 
the community served. It is important that proposals connect how the issue/need impacts 
improving health inequities. We recognize that your research and community work offer valuable 
insight into local needs and potential solutions. Our open call is designed not to be prescriptive but 
to empower our community partners and members to lead the way.  

 

Can funding support capital line items? For example, renovations and/or 
construction/equipment? 

The Health Foundation does not fund requests for capital only; however, there are instances 
where a larger programmatic request has a small amount to support a small construction item. In 
some circumstances, this may be an allowable cost. Equipment is fundable if it is directly 
connected to the project. Please feel free to reach out and inquire about your organization’s idea. 

 

Can two or more leads be on a project? Can coalitions apply? 

Yes, meaningful partnership and collaborations are instrumental in improving the health within our 
communities and addressing inequities and are encouraged. However, one organization must be 
identified as the lead to take on the contractual responsibilities.  

 
Can Health Foundation-requested funds/resources be used to pay/support community 
members who are providing their lived expertise and contribution to the design and delivery 
of the work? 

Yes! It is essential that contributions of time and energy of community members are valued and 
compensated.  

 

Can this funding be used to support community voice in advocacy activities? 

While certain types of advocacy activities are funded, it’s important to note that the Health 
Foundation does not fund activities that support specific requests of legislators or lobbying efforts. 
We recognize the critical role advocacy plays in influencing policies, raising awareness, and driving 
long-term systemic change, particularly for communities that have been historically impacted by 
health inequities. This funding can support advocacy activities that align with our mission to drive 
positive health outcomes and systemic change, including efforts that raise awareness, educate 
policymakers, and involve communities in decision-making processes. This can include supporting 
community-led research, community organizing, or building capacity for local nonprofits to engage 
in policy discussions. For specific inquiries or guidance on the eligibility of advocacy activities, 
please reach out directly. 

What happens if a proposal is NOT selected to move forward for funding recommendation?  

Please understand that there is always a greater need than our available resources, making the 
decision process difficult and challenging. If your proposal is not selected to move forward, we 
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offer follow-up conversations to provide feedback, for those interested. Additionally, we encourage 
you to explore the Health Foundation’s other funding page for additional opportunities.  

 
 

SUBMITTING A PROPOSAL 
 

 
How do I apply? 

• Access our grants portal, Submittable here.  

o If you already have a Submittable account, log in using your credentials 

o If you had an account with the Health Foundation before January 2024, and have not used 

Submittable prior, you must register for an account. Click “SUBMIT” on our Call for Ideas 

page and you will be prompted to create an account.  

• Click here for instructions on how to register and how to submit your proposal.  

• Click here for instructions on how to add other members of your organization to your proposal 

• For technical assistance or questions about Submittable, please contact Kristin Verbanic, Grants 

& Finance Manager, at kverbanic@thegrhf.org.  

 

Who reviews grant proposals? 

A team of Health Foundation staff reviews, discusses, and recommends proposals for funding 
to the Health Foundation Board of Directors’ Program Committee, a sub-committee of the full 
board. 

 

Can I meet with Health Foundation staff prior to submitting a proposal? 

We are available to answer any questions and provide guidance on your idea and its potential 
alignment with our goals before submitting your proposal. We encourage you by sending an email to 
ideas@thegrhf.org or contact a member of the Responsive Grants team:  

➢ Hannah Castelli, Program Officer (585) 258-1703 

➢ Rachel Betts, Program Officer (585) 258-1730 

➢ Monica Brown, Senior Program Officer (585) 258-1710 

 
 
 

https://thegrhf.org/other-funding/
https://thegrhf.submittable.com/submit
https://thegrhf.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Using-Submittable.pdf
https://thegrhf.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Inviting-Collaborators-on-Submissions.pdf
mailto:kverbanic@thegrhf.org
mailto:ideas@thegrhf.org

